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Dig it!

Trees and forests play a huge partin
climate change and its prevention, says Ed
Pomfret of The Woodland Trust

® In 2004, 17.4% of global greenhouse gas
emissions were caused by forestry - through
deforestation, decay of biomass after
deforestation and CO2 from peat fires and
drained soils.

The response of forests to rises in global
temperatures is complex. As the planet
gets hotter, the capacity of woodland to
absorb CO2 may diminish. Climate change
models show that, as temperatures rise,
the release of carbon from soils will outstrip
the ability of vegetation (including trees) to
absorb it. Substantial tropical forest dieback
may occur, as areas become warmer and
drier, leading to further release of carbon.
While increases in CO2 are likely to enable
northern hemisphere forests to grow faster,
the overall result is a substantial increase in
projected CO? concentrations and the rate of
climate change.

Climate change will impact upon forest
habitats and their wildlife by creating
problems for species life cycles, upsetting
the balance of nature. Climate impacts
already observed include beech trees
suffering from increased periods of summer
drought stress, particularly in south-east
England, while oak is generally coming into
leaf three weeks earlier than in the 1950s,
with knock-on effects on the insects and
birds it supports. The cumulative impact
of climate-induced stress on our woods is
uncertain, but they will certainly be different
from today and may well be less diverse, as
the wildlife they support struggles to cope
with rapid change.

Protection, restoration and creation of
forests will help wildlife to be more resilient
and better able to disperse to new areas in
response to climate change. Retention and
expansion of forests will also deliver many
benefits to us all, which may help to counter
other negative impacts of climate change by
protecting soils from erosion (new forests
should avoid carbon-rich soils), significantly
reducing major flooding where new forests
are planted on floodplains, and helping to
control storm surges and the impacts of
rising sea levels in tropical areas.

We should protect woods and forests
and get out there with our spades to plant
more. We need to do this because of woods’
intrinsic value, their benefits to society and
the essential role they play in helping nature
adapt to climate change.

Ffi: www.woodland-trust.org.uk/
campaigns/climate

WHALE & DOLPHIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL Organisation for the conservation,
welfare and appreciation of all species of whales, dolphins
and porpoises. Its aims are to raise awareness of whale

and dolphin killing and to work towards the abolition of

all scientific and commercial whaling. Contact: Brookfield
House, 38 St Paul St, Chippenham, Wilts SN15 1LJ.

Tel: 0870 870 5001 Fax: 0870 870 5002 Email: info@uwdcs.org
Web: www.wdcs.org.uk

WILDFOWL & WETLANDS TRUST (WWT), SLIMBRIDGE
An 800-acre nature reserve managed for migratory
wildfowl - ducks, geese, swans and flamingos - from
around the world. Holiday activities, school programmes,
bird watching from hides, visitor facilities. Contact: WWT
Slimbridge, Gloucester GL2 7BT. Tel: 01453 891900

Email: enquiries@wuwt.org.uk, info.slimbridge@uwwt.org.uk
Web: www.wwt.org.uk

THE WILDLIFE TRUSTS Partnership of 47 local Wildlife
Trusts across the UK campaigning for the protection

of wildlife. The Wildlife Trusts’ junior branches, Wildlife
Watch, work together to protect wildlife in towns and

the countryside. South West Wildlife Trusts introduced
anew ‘Climate Friendly Fortnight' campaign in 2007.
Contact: Avon Wildlife Trust, The Old Police Station, 32
Jacobs Wells Rd, Bristol BS8 1DR. Tel: 0117 917 7270 Email:
mail@avonwildlifetrust.org Web: www.swwt.org.uk, www.
wildlifetrusts.org

WOODLAND TRUST The UK’s leading conservation charity
dedicated solely to the protection of our native woodland
heritage. Members receive a booklet of woods to visit in
the UK, including many in the south west. Contact: Public
Enquiries Officer, Woodland Trust, Autumn Park, Dysart Rd,

Grantham, Lincolnshire NG31 6LL. Tel: 01476 581135 Email:

enquiries@woodland-trust.org.uk Web: www.woodland-
trust.org.uk

WORLD LAND TRUST A conservation charity that

has helped purchase and protect over 350,000 acres

of rainforest and other threatened wildlife habitats
worldwide. Offers a carbon-balancing assessment tool
online at www.carbonbalanced.org Contact: PO Box

27, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8ZT. Tel: 01986 874422 Fax:
01986 874425 Email: info@worldlandtrust.org Web: wwuw.
worldlandtrust.org

WWEF-UK During its 40-plus-year history, WWF has been
involved in countless successful conservation initiatives.
It's the world’s largest independent conservation charity,
a global network working in 90 countries, with more
than five million supporters. It's a challenging, science-
based organisation that addresses such diverse issues as
species and habitat survival, climate change, sustainable
business and environmental education. WWF campaign
to get aviation and shipping included in the climate
change bill. They're also asking for a tougher target and
better reporting, but the main campaign focus is on

the boats and planes, as you'll see at: www.getonboard.
wwi.org.uk Contact: Panda House, Weyside Park,
Godalming, Surrey GU7 1XR. Tel: 01483 426444 Email:
supporterrelations@uwwf.org.uk Web: www.wwf.org.uk

AFAIR CUP Bristol-based company offering takeaway
Fairtrade coffees and teas. Stall on St Augustine’s Parade,
between Bristol Hippodrome and Baldwin St. Email: info@
afaircup.com Web: www.afaircup.com

ARCADIA ORGANICS Organic market garden providing
vegetable boxes for delivery to homes in North Somerset
and Bath Farmers’ Market. Contact: Clover Nursery,
Streamcross, Lower Claverham, Bristol BS49 4QA. Tel: 01934
838634 Email: mail@arcadiaorganics.com Web: wwuw.
arcadiaorganics.com

BATH ORGANIC FARMS Small, family-run business that
delivers anywhere in the UK without compromising on

the values that have led to their recognition as an award-
winning organic producer. Contact: 6 Brookside House, High
St,Weston, Bath BA1 4BY. Tel: 01225 421507 Email: info@
bathorganicfarms.co.uk Web: www.bathorganicfarms.co.uk

BIGBARN Virtual farmers’ market reconnecting 7,500 food
producers with local consumers. Visit www.bigbarn.co.uk,
type in your postcode to see a map of your area with icons
representing local producers. Contact: College Farm, Great
Barford, Bedford, MK44 3]J. Tel: 01234 871 005 Email: info@
bigbarn.co.uk Web: www.bigbarn.co.uk

BRB SUPERMARKET has an extensive range of books by
black writers and educational books. Retail in food, wine
and spirits. Contact: 232-234 Stapleton Rd, Easton, Bristol
BS5ONT. Tel: 0117 952 1965 Email: sales@blackriver.co.uk

BRIAN WOGAN LTD Fairtrade and organic coffee suppliers.
Contact: Brian Wogan, Bourbon House, 2 Clement St, Bristol
BS29EQ Tel: 0117 955 3564 Fax: 0117 954 1605 Web: wwuw.
wogancoffee.co.uk

BRIDGE VALLEY BEVERAGE SYSTEMS Bristol-based family
business supplying a comprehensive range of Fairtrade,
organic, healthy, hot/cold drinks and snacks to caterers
and the workplace. Vending machines and beverage
dispensers. Contact: Ian Walker (sales), 29-33 Douglas Rd,
Kingswood, Bristol BS158NH Tel: 0117 947 7777

BRISTOL SWEET MART Biggest supplier of ethnic foods
and spices in the south west. Contact: 80 St Marks Rd,
Easton, Bristol. Tel: 0117 951 2257 Web: www.sweetmart.
co.uk

CAFEDIRECT/TEADIRECT Fairtrade coffee, tea and
drinking chocolate. Contact: Cafedirect pic, City Cloisters,
Suite B2, 196 Old St, London EC1V 9FR. Tel: 020 7490 9520
Email: info@cafedirect.co.uk Web: wwuw.cafedirect.co.uk

CAFE MAITREYA Cafe-restaurant offering delicious
vegetarian food, organic and seasonal, served up with a big
slice of loving kindness. Fairtrade supporter. Meeting space
available for hire. Open evenings 6.30-10.30pm Tue-Sat.
Contact: 89 St Marks Rd, Easton, Bristol, BS5 6HY. Tel: 0117
951 0100 Email: thesnug@cafemaitreya.co.uk Web: wwuw.
cafemaitreya.co.uk

CAFE VENDING provide a 100% Fairtrade catering
range and supply beverage systems. Contact: The Old
Coach House, Trawsmawr, Carmarthen, Wales SA33
6AE Tel: 01267 281089 Fax: 01267 223388 Email: info@
cafevending.co.uk Web: www.cafevending.co.uk, wwuw.
fairtradecoffeecompany.co.uk

CLIPPER TEAS Award-winning organic and Fairtrade teas,
coffees, infusions and hot chocolate. Contact: Beaminster
Business Park, Broadwindsor Rd, Beaminster, Dorset DT8
3PR. Tel: 01308 863344 Email: mailorder@clipper-teas.com
Web: wwuw.clipper-teas.com

THE CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY have been the UK's leading
Fairtrade retailer for 10 years. The Co-Op continues

to strive towards making Fairtrade the norm, not the
exception. See Local Environment & Development
Organisations section for local Fairtrade details. Tel: 0800
068 6727 Email: customer:relations@co-op.co.uk

Web: wwuw.co-opfairtrade.co.uk

COUNTRY MARKETS (FORMERLY WI) have 450 retail
outlets providing high-quality, genuinely homemade
produce to the general public. Country Markets can be
found across England, Wales and the Channel Islands.
Email: info@country-markets.co.uk Tel: 01246 261508. To
find your local market: www.country-markets.co.uk

DEMUTHS RESTAURANT aims to be the best vegetarian
restaurant in the south west and has won the Bath Life
‘Best Restaurant’ Award for 2007. Contact: 2 North Parade
Passage, (off Abbey Green), Bath BA1 INX. Tel: 01225 446059
Web: www.demuths.co.uk. Demuths also runs its own
Vegetarian Cookery School. Contact: 30 Belgrave Crescent,
Bath BA1 5]U. Email: us@uvegetariancookeryschool.com
Web: www.vegetariancookeryschool.com
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