
reform in Britain, advises on electoral matters worldwide 
and conducts ballots. Contact: Ken Ritchie (chief executive), 
Electoral Reform Society, Thomas Hare House, 6 Chancel St, 
London SE1 0UU. Tel: 020 7928 1622 Email: ers@electoral-
reform.org.uk Web: www.electoral-reform.org.uk

FOREIGN & COMMONWEALTH OFFICE (FCO) works for UK 
interests in a safe, just and prosperous world. They do this 
with some 16,000 staff, based within the UK and in their 
overseas network of over 230 diplomatic offices. Contact: 
Secretary of State for Foreign & Commonwealth Affairs, 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, King Charles St, London 
SW1 2AH. Tel: 020 7008 1500 Web: www.fco.gov.uk

GREEN PARTY aims to create a socially just, equitable 
and sustainable society by focusing its efforts primarily, 
though not exclusively, through the electoral system. The 
Green Vision is an expression of how to achieve these 
long-term goals. Contact: 1a Waterlow Rd, London N19 
5NJ. Tel: 020 7272 4474 Fax: 020 7272 6653 Email: office@
greenparty.org.uk Web: www.greenparty.org.uk

HOUSE OF COMMONS INFORMATION OFFICE answers 
enquiries about the House from the public. A range of 
services and publications is available on the Parliamentary 
website. Contact: House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA. 
Tel: 020 7219 4272 Email: hcinfo@parliament.uk Web: www.
parliament.uk

HOUSE OF LORDS INFORMATION OFFICE acts as a central 
service for answering queries from Members, staff, the 
press and the public. Contact: House of Lords, London 
SW1A 0PW. Tel: 020 7219 5353 Email: hlinfo@parliament.uk 
Web: www.parliament.uk

LABOUR PARTY A democratic socialist party. It believes 
that by the strength of our common endeavour we achieve 
more than we achieve alone, so as to create for each of us 
the means to realise our true potential and for all of us a 
community in which power, wealth and opportunity are 
in the hands of the many, not the few. Contact: 39 Victoria 
St, London SW1H OHP. Tel: 08705 900200 Email: info@new.
labour.org.uk Web: www.labour.org.uk

LABOUR SOUTH WEST is building a future for the south 
west. Contact: 1 Newfoundland Court, Newfoundland St, 
Bristol BS2 9AP. Tel: 0117 942 1900 Fax: 0117 924 6799 Email: 
southwest@new.labour.org.uk Web: www.laboursouthwest.
labour.co.uk

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS believe that the role of the state is 
to to disperse power, foster diversity and nurture creativity 
and so enable all citizens to contribute fully to their 
communities and take part in the decisions that affect their 
lives. Contact: 4 Cowley St, London SW1P 3NB. Tel: 020 7222 
7999 Email: info@libdems.org.uk Web: www.libdems.org.uk

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE works to strengthen international 
peace and stability and defend the UK and its interests. 
Contact: Secretary of State for Defence, The Ministerial 
Correspondence Unit, Floor 5, Zone A, Main Building, 
Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB. Web: www.mod.uk

PARLIAMENT is comprised of the House of Commons 
and the House of Lords. It scrutinises the government’s 
work and debates and passes all new laws. Contact: Main 
Switchboard: 020 7219 3000 Web: www.parliament.uk For 
records of MPs who have signed Early Day Motions: 
Web:edmi.parliament.uk/edmi

PARLIAMENTARY ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT COMMITTEE 
Established in Nov 1997 to consider, audit and report on 
the contribution of all government departments and non-
departmental public bodies to environmental protection 
and sustainable development. Contact: Room 118 & 119, 7 
Millbank, House of Commons, London SW1P 3JA. Tel: 020 
7219 5776/6150 Email: eacom@parliament.uk Web: www.
parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/environmental_
audit_committee.cfm

VACHER DOD PUBLISHING The leading provider of 
complete information on the people and institutions that 
make up the UK Parliaments and Assemblies, Civil Service 
and EU, from in-depth biographical reference to the 
subscription service dodonline. Tel: 020 7091 7633 Email: 
info@dodonline.co.uk Web: www.dodonline.co.uk

Europe
COUNCIL OF EUROPE is not part of the European Union 
but an international organisation in its own right. Its 
headquarters are in Strasbourg and its main role is to 
strengthen democracy, human rights, and the rule of law 
throughout its member states. Although the 27 member 
states of the EU are all members of the Council of Europe, 
both organisations are quite distinct. Contact: Avenue de 
l’Europe, 67075 Strasbourg Cedex, Strasbourg, France 
Tel: +33 (0)3 8841 2033 Email: infopoint@coe.int 
Web: www.coe.int

COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION is the Union’s 
legislative body. For a wide range of Community issues, 
it exercises that legislative power in co-decision with the 
European Parliament. The Council is composed of one 
representative at ministerial level from each of the 27 
member states. It meets at least twice a year (generally in 
June and Dec) and members are politically accountable 
to their national parliaments. Contact: 175 rue de la Loi, 
B-1048 Brussels, Belgium. Tel: +32 2 281 5650 Fax: +32 2 281 
4977 Email: public.info@consilium.europa.eu 
Web: www.consilium.europa.eu

EUROPEAN COMMISSION is the unelected executive of 
the EU. The President of the Commission is appointed 
by the governments of the member states, and then 
approved by the European Parliament. This dual 
legitimacy gives the president political authority, 
which s/he exercises in a variety of ways. There are 27 
commissioners who have offices, called representations, 
in all member states. These are in London, Belfast, Cardiff 
and Edinburgh in the UK, where there’s also a networked 
information centre. The You Control Climate Change 
Campaign is at www.ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/
campaign/index_en.htm Contact: Main Office, Rue de la 
Loi, B-1049 Brussels, Belgium. Tel: +32 2 299 1111 Email: 
Web: ec.europa.eu Head of UK Representation: Reijo 
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Bristol East MP Kerry McCarthy asks how 
we can help the world’s poorer countries 
prepare for climate change

● The United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
has launched 13 flash appeals this year, 12 
of which have been related to weather. The 
emergencies have included severe flooding 
in Ghana, Uganda, Zambia, Sudan, Mexico 
and Pakistan, leaving millions of homes and 
acres of crops submerged; serious drought 
in Swaziland and Lesotho; and cyclones and 
hurricanes in Mozambique, Madagascar 
and Nicaragua. The world’s poorest have 
fewer strategies to mitigate the wide range 
of climatic stresses, making them highly 
vulnerable to the direct and indirect impacts 
of climatic change.

Climate change is one of the most 
important challenges facing our generation, 
and it’s the world’s poorest – those least 
responsible for the problem – who are proving 
to be affected most. In Africa, for instance, 
carbon dioxide emissions are just over one-
fifth of a tonne per person per year, while the 
average European produces more than eight 
tonnes and an American more than 20 tonnes.

Avoiding the issue of global warming when 
talking about development is not an option. 
As Parliamentary Private Secretary in the 

Department for International Development 
(DFID), I’m really pleased that DFID is leading 
the way in responding to these challenges 
and is now focusing on efforts to enable poor 
countries to prepare for climate change. 
DFID is spending £24m over five years in the 
Climate Change and Adaptation in Africa 
Programme (CCAA), which works to improve 
the capacity of African countries to adapt to 
climatic changes. Without such efforts to 
prevent and prepare for these impacts, the 
future would be increasingly bleak for Africa.

We can’t halt technological progress in 
the developing world. It would be wrong to 
do so when we’ve benefited so much from 
scientific and industrial advances ourselves. 
So I support very much the principle of 
‘contraction and convergence’, whereby we 
accept that, as developing countries will 
inevitably increase their share of carbon 
emissions as their economies grow, we 
have a responsibility to reduce ours. But we 
also need to do what we can to ensure that 
economic growth in Africa and elsewhere is 
sustainable - by sharing new environmental 
technologies, encouraging and investing 
in Fairtrade producers and promoting 
sustainable agriculture.

Ffi: call 0117 939 9901, email: mccarthyk@
parliament.uk, web: www.kerrymccarthymp.org

Poor relations
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Business as usual in Dhaka, 
despite the heavy floodwater


