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Big Deal?

Confused about Kyoto? Oxfam SW's Roger James brings you the beginner’s
guide to climate change as a global challenge

® Because climate change affects the entire
globe, developed and developing countries are
working together to find solutions to climate
change. G8 nations have been responsible for
much of the past greenhouse gas emissions,
and rich country governments must show
leadership in cutting their greenhouse gas
emissions and assisting developing nations

to meet the challenges of adaptation. Climate
change must be dealt with on a global level

- and the need to act is urgent. The key
agreement is the Kyoto Protocol which expires
in 2012, so the coming year is a critical period
during which to agree a new climate change
treaty. So how might this happen - and who are
the major players?

First, there are the scientists... The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPPC) was formed by the UN Environmental
Programme (UNEP) and World Meteorological
Organisation (WMOJ in 1987, 'to assess the
available scientific, technical and socio-
economic information in the field of climate
change’. The IPPC reports and findings have
become the definitive statements on the state
of climate science. The 2007 Nobel Peace Prize

went to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change and Al Gore.

Then come the politicians... who set up the
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.
UNFCCC is an international treaty formed in
1992 at the Second Earth Summit in Rio, Brazil
to consider what can be done to reduce global
warming and cope with whatever temperature
increases are inevitable. The Kyoto Protocol

is part of this UNFCCC framework and is an
international agreement forged in Kyoto, Japan
in Dec 1997 to limit world greenhouse gas
emissions. It was generally agreed that the
responsibility falls upon the developed nations
to lead the fight against climate change, as
they are largely responsible for the current
concentrations of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere.
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CAMPAIGN FOR POLITICAL ECOLOGY The campaign's aim

is to realign politics around the ecological imperative which
requires that we live within the constraints imposed on us by
the earth. Contact: 17 Fogs Lane, Didsbury, Manchester M20
6AY. Email: eco-cpe@bigfoot.com. Web: wwuw.gn.apc.orgleco

COMMON GROUND is internationally recognised for
playing a unique role in the arts and environmental
fields. It links nature with culture, focuses upon the
positive investment people can make in their own
localities, champions popular democratic involvement
and inspires celebration as a starting point for action
to improve the quality of our everyday places. Contact:
Gold Hill House, 21 High St, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 8JE.
Tel: 01747 850820 Email: info@commonground.org.uk
Web: www.commonground.org.uk, www.england-in-
particularinfo

The Protocol finally entered into force on
16 Feb 2005 after ratification by Russia in
Nov 2004. The treaty sets out legally binding
targets and timetables for the rich 36 industrial
nations (Annex 1 countries’, the main carbon
emitters) to cut back emissions of the six
main greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide,
methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons,
perfluorocarbons and sulphur hexafluoride),
reducing them from 1990 levels by 5.2% by
2012 (emissions from aviation and shipping
are omitted]. This would reduce anthropogenic
[human-induced] emissions from around 7.2
billion tonnes per year to about 6.8 billion
tonnes per year. This agreement falls woefully
short of measures needed to head off global
warming, as most scientists are calling for
emissions reductions of at least 50% on 1990
levels. The Kyoto Protocol is only a tiny first step
in the right direction.

Then there are lots of international
meetings... The COPS and the MOPS! The
UNFCCC COPS refers to the 189 governments
which are party to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),

who have met once every year since the treaty
entered into force in 1994. This annual meeting
is known as the Conference of the Parties or
‘COP’. The Kyoto Protocol MOPS refers to the
175 countries which have ratified the Kyoto
Protocol. They also meet annually, concurrently
with the COP, in what's known as the Meeting of
the Parties or ‘"MOP". Then, once a year, they get
together for the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change Conference.

In Dec 2007, Bali hosts the 13th COP and the
second MOP, to replace the first Kyoto Protocol,
which expires in 2012, with a second Kyoto
commitment period set for 2013-2017. The 2007
G8 Summit agreed to global emissions cuts of
50% by 2050. But the global climate-change
regime is suffering because the US, the largest
producer of greenhouse gases (GHG), is not a
party to the Kyoto Protocol, and large developing
countries like China (the second largest

COUNCIL FOR THE PROTECTION OF RURAL ENGLAND
(CPRE) promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of
rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land
and other natural resources in town and country. Contact:
128 Southwark St, London SE1 0SW. Tel: 020 7981 2800
Email: info@cpre.org.uk Web: www.cpre.org.uk

EDEN PROJECT has the world’s largest greenhouse, nestling
in a giant 50m-deep crater the size of 30 football pitches, the
centrepiece of a spectacular global garden. Eden is a charity
providing a gateway into the fascinating world of plants and
people and a vibrant reminder of how we need each other
for our mutual survival. Contact: Bodelva, Cornwall PL24
2SG. Tel: 01726 811911 Web: www.edenproject.com

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY provides a comprehensive
approach to the protection and management of the
environment. Contact: South West Regional Office,
Manley House, Kestrel Way, Exeter; Devon EX2 7LQ. Tel:
08708 506506 National incident hotline: 0800 807060
Email: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk Web: wwuw.
environment-agency.gov.uk
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emitter), India and Brazil are exempt from its
obligations.

The European Union states that it wants
to reduce its emissions by 20% from 1990
levels before 2020 and is prepared to deepen
emission cuts to 30% if a global agreement is
reached. It's critical that richer countries agree
to emissions cuts [mitigation) and that poorer
countries are assisted with funds for adaptation,
for it's they who will suffer the first and the
most. It's reckoned that $50bn in extra aid per
annum will be needed.

And finally, there’s us... And this is the challenge:
the politicians will not act unless we do!

Ffi: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPPC): www.ipcc.ch United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC): www.unfccc.int/2860.php

ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL Independent charity dedicated
to promoting better decision-making on the environment
through stakeholder engagement and public participation.
Offers a unique range of engagement services, innovative
training and research expertise. Contact: 212 High Holborn,
London WCIV 7BE Tel: 020 7836 2626 Fax: 020 7242 1180
Email: info@envcouncil.org.uk Web: wwuw.the-environment-
council.org.uk

ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY
Independent, non-profit organisation exposing illegal
trade in wildlife and environmentally damaging
commodities. Employing in-depth research and
undercover investigations, EIA mobilises international
conventions, law, media and public action. Contact:
62-63 Upper St, London N1 ONY. Tel: 020 7354 7960
Email: ukinfo@eia-international.org Web: wwuw.eia-
international.org

FAUNA & FLORA INTERNATIONAL (FFI) Conserving
biodiversity through scientific credibility, long-term
vision, commercial pragmatism and local participation.
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